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Bird’s Eye View is a public artwork that 
connects the inhabitants of this tight-

knit community with the natural world, 
a miniature neighbourhood that will 

grow alongside the new Leslie Nymark 
neighbourhood. Featuring a series of 

birdhouses drawn from the dreams, 
imagination and memories of the community 

members, Bird’s Eye View explores the 
relationship of the life of the neighbourhood 

to that of the Don Valley and its feathered 
friends, providing a place of togetherness in 

this rapidly changing world. 



Drawing on the themes of Community, History, and Nature as heard during 
our preliminary community consultation process, Bird’s Eye View seeks to 
invite the birds of the Don Valley into the new Leslie Nymark neighbourhood, 
echoing the residents’ experiences of making their own move back to this 
area. The artwork features the birdhouse as a model for the bridge between 
the inhabitants of the community and the natural world and includes a playful 
depiction of a local bird in relation to miniaturized figures of some residents.

“History makes Villaways what it is”
“Never seen a community like the Villaways”

“Nature was in our backyard”
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Bird’s Eye View consists of four parts: a 
large central cluster piece consisting of 
oversized birdhouses assembled together; a 
series of individual birdhouses; miniature 
figurines of residents inside the birdhouses, 
and a large bird sculpture of a bird found in 
the Don Valley.    

Residents will create 
hand sketches or verbal 
descriptions depicting 
either their home in the old 
Villaways, their hopes for 
their new home at Leslie 
Nymark, or their dreams of 
home.  Residents will select 
the bird species for the large 
bird sculpture and residents 
may be modeled into 
miniature figurines mounted 
onto the houses. 



LeuWebb Projects will host a series of engagement events, meetings, nature 
walk, fabricator shop visit, and barbeque unveiling party to celebrate 
the completion of work.  We are also committed to providing meaningful 
mentorship experiences for residents to learn a variety of skills as a studio 
assistant, a communications person, a metal fabricator and a metal finisher.

We see the nurturing of a relationship with community members as critical 
to the success of this project – that its success is not measured only in the 
physical appearance of the piece, but in the participation and ultimate 
acceptance of the piece by the community. 


